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Dear Readers,

THE BEST OF INDIA …Wishes all its readers …A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR 
2026….

A nation is not built in just one year but built over many years, through the hard 
work, guidance and vision of many people. The wholesome  picture will be  clear 
as one reads or watches their contributions and achievements every day. 

With a view to showcase the visionaries and super-achievers of our nation, we 
present to you this edition of ‘THE BEST OF INDIA” which I am condent would go 
a long way in grooming younger generations.

It is said that success is not an overnight phenomena, it is rather a exhilarating 
journey which culminates into success.

A tete-a-tete with  personalities of “Yesteryear’s” and “Today’s” in sports, 
Bureaucrats, and others  from various other elds who have made this nation 
proud with their contributions is presented in this edition and many more series 
of interviews conducted will be presented in the future editions…. 

These short but insightful conversations surely will be a source of inspiration for 
the younger  generation.....In addition to this, 

IN FOCUS….. EXCLUSIVE ARTICLES….. by  EMINENT  EXPERTS has been 
published 

Hope you will love reading it…

If you have any suggestions, comments or queries, please email me at:

Email id farias992@gmail.com 

Warm Regards
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Francis in Conversation with 

Dr Shashank Goel, IAS, 

Special Chief Secretary -Telangana Bhavan 
New Delhi……A NOTE…

……..The Quiet Architect of Institutional 
Excellence

In the complex architecture of public administration, 
enduring institutions are built not merely by authority, 
but by clarity of vision, disciplined execution, and 
ethical stewardship. Shri Shashank Goel, a 1990-batch 
Direct Recruit IAS officer and the senior-most IAS 
officer in the State of Telangana, exemplifies this rare 
blend of competence and character. His career reflects a 
sustained commitment to strengthening institutions and 
enhancing governance systems with precision and 
integrity.

Currently serving as Special Chief Secretary in charge 
of Telangana Bhavan, New Delhi, Shri Goel holds a 
strategically significant assignment. Telangana Bhavan 
functions as the State’s institutional interface with the 
Government of India, coordinating with central 
ministries, constitutional bodies, and national agencies. 
Under his stewardship, the Bhavan operates not simply 

as a liaison office, but as a well-
calibrated administrative platform that 
ensures timely coordination, policy 
follow-up, and facilitation of official 
engagements. His leadership lends 
stability, efficiency, and institutional 
depth to Telangana’s presence in the 
national capital.

Prior to this role, Shri Goel served as 
Director General of the Dr. Marri 
Channa Reddy Human Resource 
Development Institute, Hyderabad, 
where he reinvigorated one of the 
State’s premier training institutions. 
Recognizing that governance quality 
depends on human capacity, he 
expanded the Institute’s academic 
outreach and modernized its training 
frameworks. The Institute witnessed 
enhanced participation from national 
and international delegates, positioning 
it as a vibrant centre for administrative 
learning, research, and professional 
development. His tenure marked a phase 
of institutional consolidation combined 
with forward - looking reforms.

As Chief Electoral Officer of Telangana, 
appointed by the Election Commission 
of India, Shri Goel carried one of the 
most constitutionally sensitive respon-
sibilities in governance, the conduct of 

elections. His tenure was defined by meticulous 
planning, robust coordination, and unwavering 
adherence to electoral norms. The successful conduct 
of the Dubbaka by-election under his supervision 
demonstrated operational discipline and strict 
compliance with democratic protocols. More 
importantly, his approach reinforced public trust in 
electoral transparency and institutional impartiality.

Across various assignments in both the Government of 
Telangana and the Government of India, Shri Goel has 
consistently demonstrated administrative clarity and an 
execution-driven work ethic. Whether overseeing 
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developmental initiatives, managing institutional 
frameworks, or implementing policy mandates, he has 

been known for ensuring adherence to timelines 
without compromising quality or accountability. His 
deputation to the Government of India further enriched 
his exposure to national policymaking processes, 
deepening his understanding of governance at scale.

Beyond formal roles and titles, Shri Shashank Goel is 
respected for his personal attributes, measured conduct, 
intellectual depth, and grounded demeanor. Colleagues 

describe him as approachable, thoughtful, and 
solutions-oriented. His leadership style prioritizes 

systems over personalities, processes over rhetoric, and 
outcomes over optics. In an administrative ecosystem 
often challenged by complexity and public scrutiny, 
such steadiness becomes a defining strength.

In an era where governance requires both structural 
competence and ethical anchoring, Shri Shashank Goel 
represents the model of a career civil servant 
committed to institutional durability. His journey 

underscores a fundamental 
truth: enduring public 
administration is built quietly, 
through discipline, foresight, 
and an unwavering 
commitment to the public 
good.

 

5

Pt.Sunil Acharya, 
………A Journey From Compassion to Cosmic 

Guidance

Sunil Acharya Sharma ji, it is learnt that you have 
spent almost around 40 years now 4 decades  in 
Astrology predictions? How do you feel about 
yourself now? 

I have 40 years of experience in astrology prediction 
and I have spent four decades in this work. I feel very 

good that I have guided many people correctly, solved 
their problems, took prayers from people. That is my 
satisfaction towards my work

Becoming an Astrologer was this your childhood 
dream? Or it was just an accidental?

I had no childhood dream of becoming an astrologer. 
My father was a great astrologer. He lived in Assam. I 
went to him for some time to spend holidays, where I 
heard the sufferings of the people and saw my father 
solving them. My father used to give free advice to 
him. My heart melted and I also came to this field

Who inspired you? Who was your Inspiration? 
Please EXPLAIN? Any REGRET Having become 
an ASTROLOGER?

No one inspired me to become an astrologer. Hearing 
the pain of the people, seeing their solution through my 
father, the satisfaction that appeared on the face of 
those customers after the guidance of my father was 
priceless, seeing that I also started studying astrology 
and I came to this field

In the past 4 decades of your predictions & Problem 
solving Case Studies of people ..Which prediction 
became your UN forgettable memory? Would you 
like to share with us?

In my four decades of production, there is an 
unforgettable prediction that a person came to me in 
1990 and hurriedly said Guruji, put my number 
quickly, I have to go. This is from Jaipur, Rajasthan 
and he had to catch a night bus from Jaipur to 
Ahmedabad, I told him that you should not travel today 
The next day I got to know that all the passengers of 
the bus in which he was going, including the driver, 
were killed in the accident and that person came to me 
and said, Guruji, thank you very much, you saved my 
life Life was saved by the above but I could not forget 
that incident till today
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When there were so many 
other careers how come you 
had chose this TUFF Career 
in ASTROLOGY?Any 
Specific reason you had?

You asked there were so many 
careers, so why I chose a tuf 
career like astrology is because 
I am more interested in doing 
any difficult work. I don't like 
easy work, it's my nature. A 
subject like astrology is not just 
for the common man Even after 
studying this, the danger 
remains that whether you will 
be able to satisfy the client in 
front or not

ASTROLOGY means WHAT? Please could you 
elaborate this so that clarity of the subject will be 
there for our READERS?

What is the meaning of astrology Astrology is the 
search of sages, the eye of the Vedas. The 9 planets, 12 
zodiacs, 27 constellations present in the space for all 
living beings living on the earth, what is the good and 
bad effect of the constellation and gives information 
about the ups and downs in the life of humans present 
on the earth Astrology is an oceanic science that has no 
end. Till date, there has been no perfect astrologer, I 
consider myself a student of astrology Thank you for 
not being a perfect astrologer.

Are you the 1st generation in ASTROLOGY?  Or 
its from yje family generation TRADITION?

I am not the first generation in astrology. I'm from the 
third generation. My father has been a great astrologer, 
my grandfather was a royal astrologer and I am 
carrying forward this tradition

What is your SECRET Mantra of being 
SUCCESSFUL in ASTROLOGY? Do polititians 
come to you for predictions?

Astrology is my 
secret mantra for 
success. Honesty 
Hard Working Telling 
the Customer the 
Truth Don't Hide Any 
Information Astrology 
is 100% Science Even 
today astrology is 
giving the same light 
as the sun Astrology 
is based on truth. You 
are not a successful 
astrologer if you 

make false predictions to please 
the client in front of you. 
Believe it or not, I always tell 
the truth. I'm telling the real 
story This is my secret mantra. 
Many politicians also come to 
me to know the future, I will 
not name anyone because 
privacy is everyone's right.

Well what is the future of 
INDIA is it going to be one of 
the Super Power Country in 
the World? Under the 
dynamic leadership of our 
beloved PM Sri Narendra 
Modi ji?

The future of India is very bright, it is making great 
progress under the leadership of respected Prime 
Minister Modi ji, India will be a superpower in 2050 
and our economy will be at the top of the world.

How long still BJP Government will Rule at the 
Centre? Is there amy other Alternate for BJP?

The BJP government at the Centre will rule as long as 
Modi is there.

What is the FATE of CONG PARTY  at the centre 
under the dynamic leadership of Rahul Gandhi ji? 
In the next election will Congress come to power as 
a single largest party in CENTRE? Any Chance?

Under Rahul Gandhi's leadership, the Congress party 
will not come to power at the center as long as BJP's 
leader, Mr. Modi, is there. In the next elections too, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party will come to power at the 
center, and the respected Mr. Modi will be the Prime 
Minister. I am not associated with any political party; I 
only do astrological calculations. No political party or 
leader is my enemy. I apologize; please do not take any 
of my predictions otherwise. Thank you very much.

Now there is going to be Assemble Elections in 2 
states West Bengal 
& Kerala? Will BJP 
party will win with 
Majority?

Assembly elections 
are going to be held in 
West Bengal and 
Kerala. The Bharatiya 
Janata Party will 
come to power with a 
majority, with the 
support of other 
parties.

Which is the most memorable 
moment of your childhood 
days? Which is the most 
unforgettable moment which 
has become a dear memory to 
you?

I remember an incident from my 
childhood when I was in the fifth 
grade. During class, a man from 
our neighborhood came to our 
school and entered my classroom. 
He told the teacher that my 
grandfather had passed away and 
that I should be given leave. I was 
quite frightened and, crying, I 
went home with that man. As 
soon as I entered our neighborhood, I saw my 
grandfather coming towards me. I hugged him and 
started crying. My grandfather asked, "What 
happened? Did you have a fight at school, or did the 
teacher hit you?" I said, "Grandpa, nothing like that 
happened. A man came to my school and brought me 
home. He gave me this news about you." My 
grandfather said, "A man from our neighborhood has 
passed away, and his grandson is also your classmate. 
That man mistakenly brought you home instead of the 
other boy." To be honest, I still remember that it took 
me half an hour to get home from school. I felt as if my 
grandfather had left us forever, and then, within half an 
hour, he was standing alive in front of me. That was the 
happiest moment of my life.

What are your Strengths & Weaknesses? Any 
Achievement so far in your career so long?

My greatest strength is reading. I read three 

newspapers every day. Throughout the day, whenever 
I'm free from work, I read religious and historical 
books. Reading is my biggest strength. I also write 
daily; my "Thought of the Day" series has been 
running continuously since April 25, 2020. I have 
received many awards in the field of astrology, 
including JyotishRatnakar, JyotishBhaskar, gold, silver, 
and bronze medals, etc. My biggest weakness is that 

any kind of ringing on my mobile phone before 7:00 
AM makes my heart race, and it takes me half the day 
to return to normal. I keep my phone on silent mode in 
the mornings. This is my weakness. Thank you.

How do you look at LIFE?? Is it challenging?

I consider life to be very beautiful. Life is a struggle; if 
you're born into this world, you have to live it. If life is 
poison, you have to drink it. I am a very lively and 
positive person, and that's why I want to live life 
happily.

Where is your favorite Holiday destination in 
India? ABROAD?

My holiday destinations are Shimla in India and 
Switzerland abroad.

What are your Hobbies? Any favorites as such?

My hobbies are reading and sharing knowledge with 
people. I am also very interested in traveling.

What’s your main AIM & GOAL in LIFE? Have 
you Achieved it or YET to ACHIEVE it?

My main aim and goal in life is to travel the world. I 
have traveled all over India, and I want to travel all 
over the world.  My goal of traveling the entire world 
hasn't been fulfilled yet.

 What’s your Main MOTTO in LIFE?

My main goal in life is to be among the top 10 
astrologers in the world.

What is your sincere advice to the younger 
generation who would like to get into 
ASTROLOGY  Profession  or any other services or 
any career?

My advice to the younger generation, whether it's 
astrology or any other career, is to be honest in your 
work, don't take shortcuts, work hard, and success will 
be yours
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My greatest strength is reading. I read three 

newspapers every day. Throughout the day, whenever 
I'm free from work, I read religious and historical 
books. Reading is my biggest strength. I also write 
daily; my "Thought of the Day" series has been 
running continuously since April 25, 2020. I have 
received many awards in the field of astrology, 
including JyotishRatnakar, JyotishBhaskar, gold, silver, 
and bronze medals, etc. My biggest weakness is that 

any kind of ringing on my mobile phone before 7:00 
AM makes my heart race, and it takes me half the day 
to return to normal. I keep my phone on silent mode in 
the mornings. This is my weakness. Thank you.

How do you look at LIFE?? Is it challenging?

I consider life to be very beautiful. Life is a struggle; if 
you're born into this world, you have to live it. If life is 
poison, you have to drink it. I am a very lively and 
positive person, and that's why I want to live life 
happily.

Where is your favorite Holiday destination in 
India? ABROAD?

My holiday destinations are Shimla in India and 
Switzerland abroad.

What are your Hobbies? Any favorites as such?

My hobbies are reading and sharing knowledge with 
people. I am also very interested in traveling.

What’s your main AIM & GOAL in LIFE? Have 
you Achieved it or YET to ACHIEVE it?

My main aim and goal in life is to travel the world. I 
have traveled all over India, and I want to travel all 
over the world.  My goal of traveling the entire world 
hasn't been fulfilled yet.

 What’s your Main MOTTO in LIFE?

My main goal in life is to be among the top 10 
astrologers in the world.

What is your sincere advice to the younger 
generation who would like to get into 
ASTROLOGY  Profession  or any other services or 
any career?

My advice to the younger generation, whether it's 
astrology or any other career, is to be honest in your 
work, don't take shortcuts, work hard, and success will 
be yours
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A Coastal Journey to the Mangrove 
Green Belts of the Gulf of Khambhat, 

Gujarat

Dr Deiva Oswin Stanley
Consultant to the UN FAO, ADB

and others
zAs a team of mangrove practitioners, including Dr. 
Deiva Oswin Stanley, Jesang Thakor, Anil Kumar, and 
colleagues Kalidas Rathod, Sailesh Dihora, Ankit 
Makwana, my nephews Adolf Tynilston, and Sam 
Jasper, we travelled across the coastal taluks of Dahej 
and Jambusar in Bharuch district, along the dynamic 
shoreline of the Gulf of Khambhat. Our journey took 
us through Tankari, Nada, and Asarsa villages, where 
we witnessed firsthand the evolving landscape of 
mangrove restoration. Shaped by strong tidal influences 
and coastal pressures, these sites revealed both the 
fragility of the coastline and the remarkable potential of 
well-planned ecological interventions.

I am particularly inspired to write this article based on 
the remarkable work led by Jesang and his team, who 
have successfully coordinated and developed 
mangrove-inclusive coastal green belts through CSR 
support along the Gulf of Khambhat coast. I am also 
pleased to have contributed to the bio-shield design 
process during the project’s development phase.

Mangrove restoration in Gujarat is not recent, it traces 
back to the 1950s, evolving from small experimental 
trials in the Gulf of Kachchh into a structured, state-
supported movement by the 1980s. Over time, 
sustained efforts by the Forest Department and partners 
transformed degraded coastlines into functional 
mangrove ecosystems. During my recent visit to the 
Gulf of Khambhat, this legacy was clearly visible in 
the layered green belts resisting tides and winds.

I also recall my tenure as Technical Manager for 
Mangroves with the Gujarat Ecology Commission 
(2002–2004), where an ICEF-funded project supported 
nearly 5,000 hectares of mangrove plantations, 
demonstrating the impact of long-term investment and 
technical rigour. Today, with the added momentum of 
CSR initiatives and community participation, these 
efforts have scaled significantly. What stands along the 
coast now is more than afforestation, it is a resilient, 
living system shaped by science, policy, and people, 
protecting both landscapes and livelihoods.

Among the few coastal bio-shield initiatives we have 
encountered, the model at Tankari village stands out as 
a compelling example of how thoughtful design and 
sustained effort can transform a vulnerable shoreline 
into a productive landscape. Conceived as a 150-metre-
wide green belt stretching across 1,000 metres of 
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implementation and protection, grazing pressure has 
been significantly reduced, while seasonal 
availability of fodder from nearby agricultural fields 
further helps minimize livestock dependence on 
mangrove areas. Importantly, when communities are 
engaged in nursery development, planting, and 
restoration activities, they develop a strong sense of 
ownership that reinforces long-term protection.

At the same time, emerging geomorphological 
challenges are becoming increasingly evident. Since 
2024-25, visible coastal erosion has intensified in 
Doliya village, particularly along the Dadar River, 
locally referred to as “Dader” in Bharuch and known 
as the Vishwamitri River in Vadodara district. The 
river’s meandering patterns, combined with direct 
wave action, are exerting significant force on the 
banks, triggering severe erosion marked by vertical 
scouring and the collapse of extensive mudflats. As a 
result, large sections of planted mangroves, along 
with existing coastal vegetation, are being 
undermined and washed away. The Dahej coast is 
also facing high erosion, further uprooting 
established mangrove plantations, destabilizing 
mudflats and adjoining landward areas.

These challenges highlight the critical importance of 
appropriate site selection for rehabilitation. Site 
identification must be grounded in an understanding 
of historical coastal dynamics and the presence of a 
stable, mature substratum capable of supporting 
seedling establishment. A thorough GIS-based 
assessment is essential prior to planting to ensure 
long-term success. In Dahej, however, a key 
limitation observed is the practice of planting 
seedlings in hip-deep, highly mobile mudflats, areas 

that are inherently unstable and unsuitable for 
mangrove establishment, ultimately 
compromising survival and restoration 
outcomes. From fragile shores to thriving green 
barriers, the Gulf of Khambhat stands as a 
powerful reminder that with the right science, 
community stewardship, and long-term 
commitment, coastal restoration can truly 
reshape both landscapes and livelihoods.

The field insights presented in this article are 
informed by the experience of the following 
experts:

Dr. Oswin Stanley has been engaged in 
mangrove restoration and coastal ecosystem 
management since 1991, with expertise spanning 
biodiversity, deserts, grasslands, and arid and 
semi-arid landscapes. Her work has focused on 
food security, climate resilience, disaster risk 
management, capacity building, and community-
centered ecosystem restoration. With over two 
decades of international experience, she has 
worked across Asia, the Pacific, East Africa, and 

the Indian Ocean region, including India, Indonesia, 
Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, DPR 
Korea, Eritrea, Papua New Guinea, and Timor-Leste, 
and has authored numerous publications with 
organizations such as UN FAO and the Asian 
Development Bank. 

Jesang Thakor has been working in mangrove 
restoration and rural development since 2000, 
collaborating with government agencies, corporates, 
and international organizations. His experience spans 
mangrove rehabilitation, watershed development, 
coastal salinity management, and livelihood support 
for vulnerable communities, including in the Little 
Rann of Kutch. A seasoned social entrepreneur, he 
currently leads “Sarva,” implementing CSR-funded 
mangrove projects in Dahej and Surat with partners 
Farzana Kadri and Manoj Dani. His son Ankit 
Makwana complements these efforts through Harit 
Horticulture Service, supporting coastal livelihood 
initiatives.

Anil Kumar has over 30 years of experience in 
conservation, working across diverse ecosystems 
including semi-arid and desert regions, central Indian 
forests, grasslands, wetlands, the Terai landscape, and 
more recently, coastal ecosystems. His work has 
focused extensively on threatened species such as the 
Great Indian Bustard, Lesser Florican, Sarus Crane, 
vultures, Gharial, Gangetic Dolphin, and Sociable 
Lapwing, as well as addressing large carnivore 
conflict. He has collaborated with a range of NGOs 
and research institutions, contributing to both field-
based conservation and applied ecological research.

coastline along the Gulf of Khambhat, the design 
follows a carefully structured three-zone approach. 
The seaward front is dominated by Avicennia marina 
over a 50-metre strip, forming the primary mangrove 
barrier against tidal forces, followed by a middle 
zone of Salvadora persica, and a landward belt of 
Suaeda species that stabilize soils and enhance 
ecological resilience. A simple yet effective trench 
system, one foot deep with a seven-foot crest, was 
constructed to support Salvadora planting, 
demonstrating how low-cost engineering can 
complement ecological restoration.

Initiated in 2017 and implemented over three years, 
the site has evolved into a mature nine-year-old 
ecosystem, with vegetation reaching 8–10 feet in 
height and forming dense canopy spreads of 15–20 
feet. A notable feature is the natural colonization of 
ground cover, dominated by Dichanthium annulatum 
and other grasses, which now play a vital role in local 
livelihoods. During the monsoon months 
(June–August), around 20 community members 
harvest fodder over 40 days at 
approximately 60 kg per person 
per day, while additional quantities 
are collected using tractors 150-
200kg for a tractor, demonstrating 
clear economic returns from 
restoration.

Livelihood benefits are further 
strengthened through Salvadora 
seed collection, with about 1,220 
kg harvested in 2025 by 15 people 
during the peak season 
(March–May). Seeds used for non-
edible oil fetch around ₹60 per kg, 
while selected mature seeds for 
planting command ₹110–150 per 
kg, with around 150 kg reserved 
for restoration purposes. Value 
addition through clay seed ball 
production, ranging from 

thousands to over a lakh units on 
demand, supports both local 
planting and external supply 
systems.

Walking through Tankari bio-
shield, one does not merely see a 
plantation, but a functioning 
coastal ecosystem, where 
mangroves, shrubs, grasses, and 
people are intricately connected. 
It is a living demonstration of 
how well-designed bio-shields 
can move beyond protection, 
evolving into systems that 
sustain livelihoods, restore 

ecological balance, and inspire scalable models for 
coastal resilience.

The second impressive intervention is a contiguous 
mangrove belt of nearly 300 hectares across Nada 
and Asarsa villages in Jambusar Taluka, along the 
Gulf of Khambhat. Unlike mixed bio-shields, this site 
represents a pure mangrove system, where vegetation 
structure clearly reflects tidal gradients, reaching 
heights of up to 8 feet along the waterfront and 
gradually tapering to around 3 feet toward the 
landward side. This natural variation not only 
indicates successful establishment but also 
demonstrates effective species-site matching and 
hydrological alignment. This mangrove also 
safeguards the oil pumping points of Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation (ONGC). A similar model in 
Paniyadra village in Vagra, where approximately 20 
hectares have been successfully converted into a 
thriving mangrove belt. Together, these sites 
highlight the potential of large-scale mangrove 

restoration to stabilize coastlines 
while creating resilient ecological 
systems.

One of the key challenges 
observed across the Dahej sites is 
the pressure of free grazing, 
particularly from buffaloes and 
camels that frequently enter 
mangrove areas and damage young 
plantations. In contrast, the Tankari 
site remains largely unaffected due 
to its distance from settlements, 
which naturally limits grazing 
intrusion. To address this issue in 
Dahej, a community-based 
organization, the Tanvar Vikas 
Samiti, has been established with a 
dedicated protection committee of 
7–8 members. Through active 
community involvement in both 
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mangrove areas. Importantly, when communities are 
engaged in nursery development, planting, and 
restoration activities, they develop a strong sense of 
ownership that reinforces long-term protection.

At the same time, emerging geomorphological 
challenges are becoming increasingly evident. Since 
2024-25, visible coastal erosion has intensified in 
Doliya village, particularly along the Dadar River, 
locally referred to as “Dader” in Bharuch and known 
as the Vishwamitri River in Vadodara district. The 
river’s meandering patterns, combined with direct 
wave action, are exerting significant force on the 
banks, triggering severe erosion marked by vertical 
scouring and the collapse of extensive mudflats. As a 
result, large sections of planted mangroves, along 
with existing coastal vegetation, are being 
undermined and washed away. The Dahej coast is 
also facing high erosion, further uprooting 
established mangrove plantations, destabilizing 
mudflats and adjoining landward areas.
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limitation observed is the practice of planting 
seedlings in hip-deep, highly mobile mudflats, areas 
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powerful reminder that with the right science, 
community stewardship, and long-term 
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biodiversity, deserts, grasslands, and arid and 
semi-arid landscapes. Her work has focused on 
food security, climate resilience, disaster risk 
management, capacity building, and community-
centered ecosystem restoration. With over two 
decades of international experience, she has 
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the Indian Ocean region, including India, Indonesia, 
Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, DPR 
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and has authored numerous publications with 
organizations such as UN FAO and the Asian 
Development Bank. 
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restoration and rural development since 2000, 
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for vulnerable communities, including in the Little 
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currently leads “Sarva,” implementing CSR-funded 
mangrove projects in Dahej and Surat with partners 
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Horticulture Service, supporting coastal livelihood 
initiatives.
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conservation, working across diverse ecosystems 
including semi-arid and desert regions, central Indian 
forests, grasslands, wetlands, the Terai landscape, and 
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Sudarshan Reddy, IAS
Chief Electoral Officer-Telangana

 – Steering Electoral Excellence as Chief 
Electoral Officer of Telangana

Sudarshan Reddy, a 2002 batch Direct Recruit IAS 
officer, currently serves as the Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) of Telangana, appointed by the Election 
Commission of India. In this pivotal constitutional role, 
he is entrusted with overseeing the planning, 
coordination, and conduct of elections in the state, 
ensuring that the democratic process remains 
transparent, efficient, and credible.

During his tenure as CEO, he successfully conducted 
the Jubilee Hills by-election, demonstrating meticulous 
planning, institutional coordination, and adherence to 
electoral protocols. His leadership reflects a deep 
commitment to strengthening electoral systems, 
enhancing voter awareness, and ensuring smooth, 
impartial execution of election processes across 
Telangana.

Before he was appointed CEO, Sudarshan Reddy held 
several key positions in the Government of Telangana, 
where he was instrumental in implementing and 
monitoring major developmental initiatives. Known for 
his administrative clarity and execution-driven 
approach, he consistently ensured that projects were 
completed within 
stipulated timelines while 
maintaining quality and 
accountability. His earlier 
deputation with the 
Government of India 
across various 
departments further 
enriched his experience, 
where he served with 

distinction and professionalism.

Beyond his administrative credentials, Sudarshan 
Reddy is widely respected for his grounded personality 
and dignified public conduct. An intellectually 
accomplished officer, he is known for his simplicity, 
humility, and non-controversial approach to 
governance. Colleagues and stakeholders describe him 
as approachable, soft-spoken, and solution-
oriented—an officer who believes in realism, 
practicality, and effective execution rather than 
rhetoric.

16th National Voters’ Day, observed annually on 25 
January 2026, holds special significance during his 
tenure. Marking his second year in office, the 
celebration was conducted with grandeur and purpose 
at Ravindra Bharathi, with the Governor of Telangana 
Shri Jishnu Dev Varma gracing the occasion as Chief 
Guest. The programme commenced with the 
ceremonial lighting of the lamp and proceeded 
seamlessly, reflecting the administrative precision that 
characterises his leadership.

As Chief Electoral Officer, Sudarshan Reddy continues 
to strengthen institutional mechanisms, promote voter 
participation, and uphold the constitutional mandate of 
free and fair elections. His stewardship stands as a 
testament to ethical governance, disciplined 
administration, and unwavering commitment to 
democratic values. 
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seamlessly, reflecting the administrative precision that 
characterises his leadership.

As Chief Electoral Officer, Sudarshan Reddy continues 
to strengthen institutional mechanisms, promote voter 
participation, and uphold the constitutional mandate of 
free and fair elections. His stewardship stands as a 
testament to ethical governance, disciplined 
administration, and unwavering commitment to 
democratic values. 
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